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Abstract 


More than 1.5 billion students and young people worldwide have been affected by school and 
university closings due to the COVID-19 outbreak. With the closure of schools due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic in Turkey, a free distance education system was launched by the Ministry of 
Education on 23 March 2020 with a national level television and internet-based curriculum. The 
opinions of the children who have just started primary school but whose school has been closed 
due to the pandemic in the spring term are considered to be necessary. The aim of this study was 
to determine the perspectives of 1’t grade primary school (6.5-7 years old) students on the 
Coronavirus and its effects. In current study, the perspectives of 1st grade primary school students 
on Coronavirus and its effects were investigated. In this context, interview and document analysis 
techniques were used within the scope of qualitative research methods. A total of 16 primary 
school students from four provinces in different geographical regions of Turkey were included in 
the study to ensure maximum diversity. These students formed the working group of the 
research. In the study, semi-structured interviews and pictures drawn by students were used to 
reveal students’ perspectives on Coronavirus and the effects of the virus. In the research, semi- 
structured interviews were used for content analysis, and the pictures drawn were utilized for 
document analysis. In the study, it was assumed that 1st grade primary school students have the 
consciousness that Coronavirus has tremendous and adverse effects on human life and threatens 
health. it was concluded that 1st grade primary school students gained awareness about proper 
handwashing, using masks and gloves as a means of protection from Coronavirus. 
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1. Introduction 


The number of patients admitted to the hospital with viral pneumonia in China in 
December 2019 showed that this was due to the new Coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The 
COVID-19 outbreak turned into a pandemic very quickly (Yildiz et al., 2020). On 30 January 2020, 
the WHO announced that an international worrying public health emergency would break out due 
to COVID-19. And in March 2020, the WHO began to describe it as a pandemic to emphasize the 
seriousness of the situation and encourage all countries to take action (Guner et al. 2020). 
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On 11 February 2020, WHO called the new Coronavirus-induced pneumonia 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). Symptomatic transmission refers to transmission from a 
person with symptoms. It is the primary mode of transmission, and breathing droplets occur 
either through direct contact with infected people or through contact with contaminated objects 
and surfaces (Malik, 2020). After touching the surfaces contaminated with the respiratory 
particles of the patients, the virus can be removed by taking the hands to the face, eyes, nose, or 
mouth without washing. It is risky to touch the eyes, nose, or mouth with dirty hands (Ministry of 
Health, 2020). 


The current global epidemic, which caused a large number of deaths due to COVID-19 
infection, is spreading rapidly in many countries. The available information on COVID-19 is 
limited, but it is quickly evolving. During this outbreak, the medical community uses data collected 
from past SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV outbreaks to predicting the behavior, clinical presentation, 
and treatment of COVID-19. Many countries only apply restrictions that allow significant 
activities, and health systems around the world are trying to manage the increase in critical patient 
influx (Gulati et al., 2020). 


Having knowledge and facts about COVID-19 will help reduce students' fears and 
concerns about the disease and support their ability to cope with secondary effects in their lives. 
For this, it is essential to listen to children's interests and answer their questions in an age- 
appropriate manner, and they should not be overwhelmed with much information. It is 
recommended to encourage children to express their feelings and to discuss the different reactions 
they may face and explain that these are normal reactions to an abnormal situation (UNICEF, 
2020). Similarly, in the study conducted by Gray et al. (2020), the necessity of video / cartoon- 
based entertainment-education intervention was revealed for children by mentioning the 
importance of strengthening and habituation of correct hygiene practices. 


The main factor of slowing down the outbreak or stopping the virus is classical 
approaches, which include social withdrawal, quarantine, and mobility interventions as there is 
currently no treatment (Lee Minha, 2020). In addition to the necessary medical care in the current 
outbreak, all individuals around the world need to be aware of the security measures to be followed 
during the pandemic (Venigalla & Dheeraj, 2020). First of all, the World Health Organization 
(WHO, 2020) listed the items related to protecting ourselves and others from the COVID-19 
outbreak as follows: 


¢ Clean your hands regularly by rubbing them with an alcoholic base or wash them 
with soap and water. 


¢ Keep at least one-meter distance between you and others. 

¢ Avoid going to crowded places. 

¢ Avoid touching the eyes, nose, and mouth. 

¢ If you need to leave your home, wear a mask to prevent contamination with others. 
¢ Get medical attention if you have a fever, cough, and trouble breathing. 


¢ Track the latest information from reliable sources such as WHO or local and 
national health authorities. 


Covid-19 may be transmitted as an aerosol infection, to cope with possible similar 
infections in the future, we have to wear masks in highly polluted areas and care for hand hygiene 
to prevent direct transmission of infections from contaminated surfaces. However, some 
precautionary measures should be taken, such as not smoking and maintaining social distancing 
with symptomatic individuals both at home and at work (Shoor et al., 2020). 


Social distancing is particularly useful for preventing the further transfer to people 
who are believed to have a community transfer but the connections between cases are uncertain 
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and only known to be exposed. Social distancing includes examples, such as the closure of schools 
or office buildings, cancellation of public meetings (Wilder-Smith & Freedman, 2020). Social 
distancing is a realistic solution that all individuals can participate in to reduce the risk of infection 
while increasing available resources for critical patients during this pandemic (Sen-Crowe, 
McKenney & Elkbuli, 2020). To alleviate the epidemic of COVID-19, one of the critical (non- 
pharmacological) control measures in reducing the transmission rate of SARS-COV-2 in the 
population is the social (physical) distance (Gao et al., 2020). 


Individual measures to avoid Covid-19 include working remotely, avoiding public 
transport, and staying at home. Among social criteria, the transition to online education is the 
widespread engagement of telecommunication (Sen-Crowe, McKenney & Elkbuli, 2020). 


In addition to the measures, we can take individually in the event of an outbreak, 
governments issue “stay at home” orders to reduce the spread of infectious diseases. The COVID- 
19 epidemic also led to the widespread implementation of extraordinary physical distance 
interventions (for example, home orders) to slow the spread of the virus (Fowler et al., 2020; Tull 
et al., 2020). 


Following the exponential growth in the number of approved cases, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced its first major disaster in the state of New 
York on 20 March 2020, followed by California and Washington on 22 March (FEMA, 2020). As 
of 11 April 2020, FEMA declared the COVID-19 pandemic disaster in each state, and Wyoming 
became the last. On 19 March 2020, California became the first state to order “Stay at Home” 
(Chenfeng Xiong et al. 2020). 


The Turkish government has also implemented various protection measures. These 
include social distance, travel restrictions from visitors from high-risk areas, and quarantine 
measures for citizens returning from high-risk places. The closure of schools and specific 
workplaces are among the actions taken. In Turkey, the government closed all its schools, 
including universities, as of 16 March (Guner et al. 2020). Turkey has been utilized in distance 
education with the closure of schools due to the pandemic. With a network called EBA (Education 
Information Network), necessary compensation training support has started to be provided over 
the internet and television screens. Primary, secondary, and high school level courses have been 
carried out by distance education. 


Despite the nature of the process, when the literature is analyzed, although there are 
many studies on Coronavirus and COVID-19 in medicine, researches in educational sciences and 
social sciences are almost nonexistent. To fill this gap in the literature and to reveal the effects of 
the process, searches should be done in all branches of science. The group that needs to be 
provided with psychological support and increased psychological resilience primarily in the 
COVID-19 process is children (Caykus & Mutlu Caykus, 2020). UNESCO and teachers also support 
this situation, and school administrators are encouraged to teach life by using educational 
applications to help communicate with children in almost all countries (Chang and Satoko Yano, 
2020). In this context, the opinions of the children who have just started primary school but whose 
school has been closed due to the pandemic in the spring term are considered to be necessary. The 
aim of this study was to determine the perspectives of 1‘t grade primary school (6.5-7 years old) 
students on the Coronavirus and its effects. For this purpose, answers were sought for the 
following questions: 


(1) How do 1* grade primary school students define Coronavirus? 


(2) What information do 1 grade primary school students have on 
Coronavirus? 


(3) What are the thoughts of 1*t grade primary school students regarding the 
effects of Coronavirus? 
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(4) What comes to life in the Coronavirus minds of 1*t grade primary school 
students? 


2. Method 


The qualitative research method is a method that uses an inductive approach where 
the researcher is allowed to get out of the data of the analysis categories as the study progresses 
and starts with specific observations (Mertens, 2010). Qualitative research methods are used in 
study designed to provide an in-depth description of a particular program, application, or 
environment. In current study, the perspectives of 1%t grade primary school students on 
Coronavirus and its effects were investigated. In this context, interview and document analysis 
techniques were used within the scope of qualitative research methods. 


2.1 Participants 


In the research, maximum diversity sampling, which is one of the purposeful sampling 
types, was used to determine the participants. Maximum diversity sampling is a sampling type 
that covers both outlier and typical cases (Palys, 2008). A total of 16 primary school students from 
four provinces in different geographical regions of Turkey were included in the study to ensure 
maximum diversity. These students formed the working group of the research. 


Participant | Gender pia Mother’s Father’s one Region 
Educational Educational 
Status Status aie 
ee a Ee a 
school Anatolia 


pe fae — fs pe 

school Anatolia 

La Daa Ge 
school Anatolia 


Hamza Male State Primary school High School Southeastern 
school Anatolia 


school 


Leya Female State High School High School East Anatolia 
school 

ce cence I louie 
school 


Berra Female State Secondary School High School East Anatolia 
school 

Muhammed Male State Secondary School Secondary School Central Anatolia 
school 
school 


Secondary School High School Central Anatolia 
school 


Hazal Melek High School High School Central Anatolia 
school 


Mehmet Taha Male Private Undergraduate Undergraduate Aegean 
school 

aan iii aaa — = 
school 


Ayse Female Private Undergraduate Undergraduate Aegean 
school 
school 
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2.2 Data collection 


In the study, semi-structured interviews and pictures drawn by students were used to 
reveal students’ perspectives on Coronavirus and the effects of the virus. Researchers prefer to 
interview when they want to understand the aspects of the participants or learn how the 
participants give meanings to facts and events (Berg & Lune, 2015: 139). In this study, one of the 
interview techniques, semi-structured interview, was used. The semi-structured interview is a 
qualitative data collection strategy, where the researcher asks participants a set of predetermined 
but open-ended questions (Ayres, 2008). In this study, first, semi-structured interview forms 
containing questions about Coronavirus were sent to the parents of the students via WhatsApp 
application. Parents were asked to see if they found it appropriate for their children to answer 
these questions. After the “I have no objection in my child to answer these questions,” permission 
from the families, interviews were performed with the students. The conversations were recorded. 


Documents were written or printed materials prepared in the form of annual reports, 
artwork, books, cartoons, diaries, diplomas, newspapers, magazines, notebooks, school 
yearbooks, memories, tests, etc. These documents could be manuscripts, printed, typed, drawn 
(pictures), drafted, or unpublished (Fraenkel, Wallen & Hyun, 2012). As part of this study, pictures 
drawn by students were used as documents. Instead of relying only on verbal descriptions, 
researchers can ask interviewed people to draw their perceptions, feelings, and situations. The 
comments drawn from the drawings will certainly support strengthening the study results (Arthur, 
Waring, Coe & Hedges, 2012). Within the scope of this research, to provide triangulation, and to 
make the study more reliable, the participant students were asked to paint on the “Coronavirus.” 
After the pictures of the students were analyzed, they were used together with their opinions to 
support each other. 


2.3 Validity and reliability 


In qualitative research, for internal validity or credibility, expert review is one of the 
strategies used (Merriam, 2013). As a data collection tool, a semi-structured interview form 
containing six open-ended questions was prepared by the researchers. To ensure credibility in the 
research, a form was presented to two academicians who are experts in primary school education 
and qualitative research. After the examinations made by the experts, the form was rearranged 
according to their opinions and suggestions, and the total number of questions was determined as 
four. 


In qualitative research, the reliability data set means stability in the responses of more 
than one encoder. Regarding reliability, intercoder consensus can be used based on the use of 
multiple encoders for analysis of transmitted data (Creswell, 2015). In this study, by comparing 
the codes created by the researchers independently from each other, points with consensus and 
disagreement were determined. For the reliability calculation, the reliability formula 
(Reliability=Consensus/(Consensus+Disagreement)) proposed by Miles and Huberman (1994) 
was used. The reliability of the study was calculated as 90 at the end of the calculation. 


2.4 Data analysis 


In the research, semi-structured interviews were used for content analysis, and the 
pictures drawn were utilized for document analysis. 


Content analysis is the process of separating qualitative data into similar themes or 
sets of conceptual categories to identify consistent patterns and relationships between variables 
(Julien, 2008). The primary purpose of content analysis is to reach concepts and connections that 
can explain the collected data. The necessary process in content analysis is to gather the data 
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similar to each other within the framework of specific concepts and themes and to arrange them 
in a way that the reader can understand (Yildirim & Simsek, 2013: 259). In this research, each 
participant’s answers were analyzed in small paragraphs and labeled by writing codes next to each 
paragraph. After the tagging operation, which categories the codes issued will be used is defined. 
The obtained categories were grouped in such a way to form meaningful whole, and sub-themes 
were developed. In this manner, sub-themes and categories to be included under the key theme 
were prepared and shown on the table. Next, each of them was explained in detail as the study 
findings. 


In document analysis, documents are seen as communication channels containing 
meaningful messages between the author and the reader (Prior, 2008). The first step, while using 
the materials as a data source in qualitative research, must be finding the necessary and useful 
documents. Afterward, the originality of the documents should be checked. When these conditions 
are met, the researcher should establish a system for coding and cataloging and finally interpret 
the documents by analyzing them (Merriam, 2013: 142-143). In this study, children’s picture’s 
originality was observed by examining whether they are related to the Coronavirus. These pictures 
were numbered and classified according to their subject (those with virus form, those with 
hygiene, those with social distance emphasis, etc.). Then, the researchers analyzed the pictures 
one by one, and the codes for each picture were created. The codes obtained from the analysis of 
the pictures were matched with the categories that emerged in the analysis of the interviews to 
assure triangulation. In the presentation of the findings, direct quotations from the participants' 
views and examples from the pictures they have drawn are given. 


3. Results 


What? Disease 
Epidemic 


What are the features? It is contagious 
It is dangerous 
It is fatal 


How is it protected? Hands are washed 


Coronavirus Mask and gloves are worn 
Stay home 
Social distance is maintained 
Attention to cleanliness 
Mouth, nose, and eyes are not touched 
with hands 


What are the effects of life? Caused schools to close 
Caused distance education 





3.1 Results on the sub-theme: “What is Coronavirus?” 


The children tried to identify the Coronavirus in many ways and ultimately reached 
the same common point. Under the “What is Coronavirus” sub-theme, disease and epidemic 
categories have emerged. 


3.1.1 Disease 


Hayri described the Coronavirus as a disease: “The Coronavirus is a microbe, so it is 
a disease.” 
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Similarly, Azra said: “Coronavirus ts a disease. It is a disease that will give us the flu.” 


Hazal Melek explained the Coronavirus as a disease: “A different disease we have not 
seen.” 


3.1.2 Pandemic 


Beren described the Coronavirus as a pandemic: “I know it is a dangerous pandemic 
when we go out.” 


Ali Kerem expressed the virus with the words “a pandemic spreading all over the 
world.” 


Leya also described the Coronavirus as “a pandemic that is transmitted to all and is 
seen worldwide.” 





The children tried to emphasize that they perceive Covid-19 as a pandemic in the 
pictures they draw by drawing a world that this epidemic is global. It is noteworthy that in the first 
picture, many viruses are enclosing the world, and picture on the right, a giant virus surrounds the 
world with its networks. 


It has been shown that the children possess a general awareness of the Coronavirus 
from their narratives and pictures. Children cannot technically express that the Coronavirus turns 
into a pandemic called Covid-19. Still, they stated that it is a worldwide epidemic and that 
Coronavirus is a kind of disease that damages people’s health. 


3.2 Results on the sub-theme: “What are the features of Coronavirus?” 


Children described the characteristics of Coronavirus. In this context, the categories 
of infectious, dangerous and deadly emerged under the sub-theme of “What are the properties of 
Coronavirus.” 


3.2.1 Contagious 


Regarding that, the Coronavirus is contagious, Muhammed used the following 
statement: “Coronavirus can be transmitted through our mouth, through our nose, and our 
eyes.” 
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Ali Kerem stated that Coronavirus is contagious as follows: “A killer virus. So it is 
transmitted from person to person, for example.” 


Likewise, Aybike has described it as “lethal, contagious, and has spread properties.” 


As for Ayse, she commented about the Coronavirus being contagious: “It is a highly 
infectious disease. It can make you very ill.” 


3.2.2 Dangerous 


Stating that the Coronavirus is dangerous, Beren used the following statement: “I 
know that there is a danger when we kiss, shake hands, and go outside.” 


On the other hand, Mehmet Akif described the Coronavirus as dangerous: “I know it 
is deadly, dangerous, living in the water and contagious.” 
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Children drew the Coronavirus in the microscopic form they see on the screen. The 
picture on the left is drawn with sharp teeth, with a spooky facial expression, and the picture on 
the right is a giant virus with a sad face. 


3.2.3 Fatal 


Ali Kerem stated that Coronavirus is fatal as follows: “One killing virus. In other 
words, it is transmitted from person to person.” 


Aybike also described the Coronavirus as fatal as “lethal, contagious, and has spread 
properties.” 


Rabia used the following statement that the Coronavirus is fatal: “J know some people 
are dead and some are defeating the Coronavirus.” 


According to the children’s statements, it can be mentioned that they are aware of how 
effective Coronavirus is on human life and threatens health. This consciousness directs them to be 
more cautious about taking precautions against Coronavirus. Their emphasis on Coronavirus 
prevention in their later narratives and drawings indicate that children are aware of the adverse 
effects of Coronavirus. 
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3.3 Results on the sub-theme: “How to protect from the Coronavirus?” 


Children addressed the importance of hygiene to prevent Coronavirus and the 
precautions to be taken at this point. In this context, the categories of washing hands, wearing 
masks and gloves, staying at home, maintaining social distance, paying attention to cleanliness 
have emerged under the sub-theme of “How to protect corona from the virus.” 


3.3.1 Washing hands 


Alperen said that we should wash our hands to protect against Coronavirus and said: 
“We should wash our hands with soap and water for 20 seconds.” 


Likewise, Azra replied: “I wash my hands with soap for 20 seconds.” 


Leya stated that we must wash our hands to protect against Coronavirus: “When we 
come from outside and come out of the toilet, we wash our hands by counting down from 20.” 


Aybike also stated her view on Coronavirus protection as: “We should wash our hands 
frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.” 





As they described in the interviews, children tried to emphasize that hand hygiene is 
essential and that they should wash hands in different ways in their drawings. In the picture on 
the right, the hygiene importance is tried to be explained with a large hand-drawn under a water- 
flowing tap, the house, and slogans protecting from the virus in the environment. 


3.3.2 Wearing a mask and gloves 


Ayse stated that a mask should be worn to protect against Coronavirus and said: “We 
should use a mask when we have to go out.” 


Similarly, Aybike used the expression: “We should wear a mask when we go out” to 
protect against Coronavirus. 


Rabia stated that she wears a mask and gloves to protect against Coronavirus: “We 
wear masks and gloves to protect them.” 


Similarly, Hamza stated his method of protection by saying: “We must wear gloves 
and a mask to protect against Coronavirus.” 
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Mehmet Akif stated: “We should apply cologne or disinfectant every time we go out 
and in.” 





By expressing the importance of using masks and gloves, the children tried to 
emphasize the ways of virus protection by drawing masks, gloves, disinfectants, and cologne in the 
pictures they draw. In the picture on the left, two hands wearing gloves of different colors, two 
mask-sized, and small bottles of cologne were tried to emphasize the importance of masks and 
gloves. In the picture on the right, the hands, and the importance of the mask are emphasized. 


3.3.3 Staying at home 


Ayse answered the “How should we protect from Coronavirus?” by saying: “We should 
not go out. We should also use a mask when we have to go out.” 


Mehmet Taha also expressed his opinion and said: “We shouldn't go out. We must stay 
at home.” 


Stating that staying at home will provide virus protection, Alperen said: “We remain 
at home protected from the virus and not to be sick.” 





The children believed that staying at home is essential for protection from the virus 
and stated in their drawings that the houses are a loving place, isolated from Coronavirus. 


Azra stated that she was staying at home because of the virus and expressed her feeling 
as follows: “I am staying at home because there is a virus.” 
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Hamza, on the other hand, said: “I stay at home so that the Coronavirus does not 
infect us.” 


Beren expressed his view that the virus caused the stay: “They say stay home because 
there is a Coronavtrus.” 


Stating that staying at home is a way of protection, Mehmet Taha used the following 
statement: “There is a Coronavirus, let’s don’t go out and be protected.” 


Rabia also said: “We should stay at home so that Coronavirus does not come to us,” 
and said that the reason for staying at home ts for protection. 








In their discourses, the children stated that they perceived the Coronavirus as a factor 
that caused their stay at home. Similarly, they drew pictures describing that life in the house is 
protected. In the picture on the left, the viruses that do not enter, although they surround the 
house, are highlighted. In the picture on the right, it is tried to be expressed that the viruses are 
outside the window, cannot enter. Thus, the interior of the house is healthy. 


3.3.4 Maintaining social distance 


Muhammed drew attention to the importance of social distance to protect from 
Coronavirus and used the expression: “We must put two steps away.” 


Mehmet Akif made a similar statement saying: “We must stay one meter away.” 


Ali Kerem talked about the social distance to protect against Coronavirus, and gave an 
opinion as follows: “We should not be in contact with people.” 


On the other hand, Irmak stated the social distance rule to be protected from 
Coronavirus by using the following expressions: “We should not go to crowded places.” 


Similarly, Hazal Melek used the phrase: “We should not be in a collective 
environment.” 
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The children exhibited the principle of preserving the social distance expressed in their 
conversations also in their paintings. The drawing of the child, who washes hands for 20 seconds 
by counting down from 20 in the picture on the left and emphasizes three steps to protect the 
social distance with his friend, draws attention. In the picture on the right, one-meter distance is 
drawn between people with masks on their faces. 





In children’s other pictures, the drawings that stand out the importance of social 
isolation are the people who live in their homes without isolating themselves in the neighboring 
houses with distance and without getting into the crowd. 


3.3.5 Attention to cleanliness 


Aybike talked about Coronavirus protection and clothing cleaning with the words: “We 
should wash our clothes with normal detergent between 60 and 90 degrees. We should clean the 
surfaces we frequently use every day.” 


Ali Kerem expressed his view on Coronavirus protection by saying: “We should not 
take our hands to our mouth, nose, and eyes.” 


Muhammed Ali similarly expressed his opinion by saying: “We will not touch our face 
with our hands.” 
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ug i. interviews, the children stated the importance of hand cleaning and that 
the hands should not touch the mouth, nose, and face. By reflecting the same idea to their 
paintings, they indicated their feelings in the drawings of the mouth, nose, Coronavirus moving 
towards the face, and children washing hands. 


When the participants’ views were examined, it was revealed that they understood the 
importance of washing hands, wearing a mask, staying at home, maintaining social distance, and 
paying attention to cleanliness. It can be acknowledged that both the family and teacher’s 
warnings and the media products in the form of notifications, news, and public spots applied by 
the government on TV and other communication channels are also beneficial in creating this 
awareness. 


3.4 Results on the sub-theme: “What are the effects of Coronavirus on our lives?” 


In the context of Coronavirus’s effects on our lives, children stated that the virus 
caused schools to close. They revealed their longing feelings that occurred with the closing of the 
school. They also noted that Coronavirus caused them to receive distance education. In this 
context, the closure of schools and distance education categories have emerged under the sub- 
theme of “what are the effects of Coronavirus on our life.” 


3.4.1 Caused schools to close 


As a result of the schools’ closure, Azra stated that she missed the school and that she 
was able to ask her teacher at the school and said: “J can ask my teacher a question. My teacher 
is also interested in everything. I love my teacher.” 


Similarly, Ayse stated that she was able to ask her teacher and miss her while she was 
at school: “I can ask my teacher at school. I can see her.” 


Hamza expressed his longing feeling by saying that his teacher was better: “You are 
telling it slowly, and you are telling it very well, teacher. TV sometimes makes it worse.” 


By stating: “You are telling very well, I miss you,” Ali Kerem also expressed his longing 
sense, that his teacher is better, and he misses her. 


While explaining her longing for school, Aybike stated that she missed her friends and 
used the following expressions: “I see my friends alive at school and play games with them.” 
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Leya said that she similarly missed her friends: “I am very bored at home, teacher. I 
miss school and friends.” 


3.4.2 Coronavirus caused distance learning 


Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, distance education was also used in primary schools, 
and compensation education assistance was provided through the Internet and television screens 
with a network called EBA (Education Information Network). Regarding the distance education 
system used, students expressed their positive and negative opinions. 


3.4.3 Positive opinion 


When evaluating distance education (EBA), Muhammed Ali expressed his positive 
side: “The teacher explains very well.” 


Azra said: “We see it bigger on the television. It displays better. We can change the 
lesson from the computer ourselves,” and she evaluated the positive aspect of EBA with her words. 


Stating that she had the chance to change it from the internet in a similar manner, 
Ayse said: “I can repeat, I can change it.” 


Mehmet Akif also talked about the comfort of home education and stated his positive 
side: “The chairs in the school are hard, but the chairs in the house are made of cotton. Therefore, 
Iam listening to it in a comfortable environment.” 


On the other hand, Mehmet Taha said that the lessons were processed faster and 
stated his positive side in this way by saying: “It is easier to learn faster.” 


While evaluating EBA, Aybike said that his favorite lesson was mathematics and stated 
his reason as follows: “We were working hours in that math lesson. Before the lesson, the teacher 
said that I would like you to buy straws and red beans. We did that event with my grandmother. 
It was lovely.” 


Expressing that her favorite lesson was mathematics in EBA, Azra said, “Our teacher 
is very entertaining, explains very well,” reported her reason. 


Saying, “Because the math lesson is more interesting to me,” Rabia stated that her 
favorite lesson was math. 


When Berra evaluated EBA, she announced that her favorite lesson was Turkish. As 
the rationale, she replied: “Because the teacher explains it much better.” 


Hazal Melek said that her favorite lesson in EBA was Turkish and stated her reason 
as: “Because I love that lesson.” 


3.4.4 Negative opinion 


While evaluating EBA, Berra declared her negative aspects: “One day the electricity 
was cut off, and I could not study. And the teacher answers immediately. They should not 
respond quickly and let us think a little at home.” 


Similarly, Hamza also mentioned his negative thoughts: “The teacher sometimes 
explains quickly. We are about to tell the answer, but the teacher says it. They must wait a little 


bit.” 
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Hazal Melek’s expressed her negative opinion about EBA as: “I love teaching more at 
school. I cannot ask you a question here.” 


Azra has likewise assessed its negative side and said: “We cannot ask the teacher 
questions in EBA.” 


Ayse stated that she could not ask the teacher as a negative side and stated as follows: 
“I cannot see my teacher completely. I can’t ask him a direct question.” 


Muhammed evaluated the negative aspect of EBA by saying: “Our eyesight may fail.” 


Likewise, Beren evaluated the negative side of EBA by saying: “Our eyes are near- 
blind.” 


Rabia stated that while evaluating the EBA, the issues were not understood, and she 
expressed her opinion as follows: “The negative side is that I do not understand some things.” 


Muhammed Ali stated that he asked his parents about unclear subjects when 
evaluating EBA: “I ask my father, my sister, and my mother when I do not understand.” 


Hamza asked the class teacher about the subjects that were not understood, saying: 
“Whenever I do not understand, I ask you, or I ask my mother.” 


Beren used the following expressions, saying that he watched again on the subjects 
that were not understood: “When I do not understand in the lessons, I repeat it from my father’s 
phone.” 


On the other hand, Berra stated that she benefited from the book on subjects that were 
not understood, saying: “I look at the places I do not understand from my book.” 


It was revealed that primary school students have various opinions about distance 
education. The fact that watching lessons from the internet is different, having the chance to watch 
the lesson at any time, and the comfort of the home environment seem attractive. For these 
reasons, they fancy distance education. Nevertheless, the subjects that were complained by the 
participants were not being able to ask the teacher questions, being helpless about the things they 
did not understand, and sometimes not reaching the speed of the teacher who explained the 
lesson. 


A. Conclusion and discussion 


This study aimed to discover the primary school students’ perspectives on Coronavirus 
and its effects. In the study, it was concluded that ist grade primary school students define 
Coronavirus as a disease. Still, it has been revealed that they see Coronavirus as a global epidemic 
surrounding the world. 


In the study, it was assumed that ist grade primary school students have the 
consciousness that Coronavirus has tremendous and adverse effects on human life and threatens 
health. This information, which the children have, coincides with the information expressed by 
Lamis et al. (2020) that the Coronavirus is a rapidly spreading fatal disease. And that the virus is 
threatening health by infecting not only vulnerable people (children, older people, healthcare 
workers). 


In this study, it was concluded that 1*t grade primary school students gained awareness 
about proper handwashing as a means of protection from Coronavirus. In the study conducted by 
Dominika et al. (2020), it was concluded that all hand hygiene behaviors were better during the 
Coronavirus secretion compared to the previous one. 
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It was concluded that 1st-grade primary school students who participated in the study 
gained awareness about the use of masks and gloves as a method of Coronavirus protection. Along 
with these, wearing mandatory masks in public places and applying a home-stay policy for the 
entire city, the confirmed case rates in COVID-19 in Wuhan have been reduced, and the epidemic 
has been taken under control. Clean gloves should be worn and cover the wrist well and removed 
immediately after use. Surgical disposable masks can also be used, which are somewhat protective 
and useful, mainly as they prevent close contact with droplets (Cirrincione et al., 2020). 


In this study, 1st-grade primary school students, by adopting the principle of social 
distance, think that life in the home is sheltered. It is essential to stay at home to prevent 
Coronavirus transmission. When the studies conducted are also examined, it has been seen that 
physical distance measures reduce the contact level and significantly decrease the risk of 
Coronavirus transmission. Three-way public health measures (restriction in intensive intracity 
and intercity traffic, social distance measures, house arrest, and central quarantine) proved to be 
significant (Pan et al., 2020; Jarvis et al., 2020). 


Another result of this study is that 15‘ grade primary school students possess awareness 
about the cleaning rules recommended by the authorities and that the hand should not be put in 
the mouth, nose, and eyes. This result suggests that the World Health Organization’s (WHO, 
2020) warning of “avoid touching the eyes, nose and mouth” about protecting ourselves and others 
from the COVID-19 outbreak is effective on children. However, this result is in contradiction with 
the conclusion that, in Gray et al. (2020) study, school-age children, who are defined as silent 
donors, are not adequately communicated at the point of health education and that children are 
falling short at this point. 


In this study, 1* grade primary school students stated that the schools were closed with 
the Coronavirus effect. With the schools’ closure, the students felt a sense of longing towards their 
friends and teachers and thus developed a positive attitude towards the school. In the study 
conducted by Boulton et al. (2011), it was concluded that students with positive peer relationships 
developed more positive attitudes towards the school. 


It was concluded that the primary school students who participated in the study 
received a positive attitude in the distance education system, which was implemented with the 
Coronavirus’s effect in terms of greater comfort at home and fun lessons. 


In this study, it was assumed that 1*t grade primary school students were unable to ask 
the teacher in distance education. They experienced disruptions in education due to the teacher’s 
narrative speed and access to technology and that this situation was unfavorable. In this context, 
in a study conducted by Fox (2004), it was similarly revealed that students in the SARS epidemic 
had difficulties completing and implementing online learning activities in a non-classroom 
environment. Furthermore, Thomas and Rogers (2020) concluded that when students continue 
working at home without going to school, the differences in educational progress caused by 
inequalities can increase. 


In light of the conclusions reached in this research, the following suggestions can be 
made: 


¢ In this study, it was concluded that 1%t grade primary school students create 
awareness against Coronavirus and prevention methods. In the subsequent researches, reviews 
can be conducted to determine the opinions of students studying at different grade levels. 


¢ As it has a Coronavirus pandemic, it has affected social life all over the world. In this 
context, to determine the effects of Coronavirus on children’s lives, studies can be conducted with 
teachers and parents, and the sample group can be diversified. 
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¢ Qualitative study method was used in this research. In other analyses, quantitative 
or mixed-method studies can be designed. 
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